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his cause. His expectations came to naught when he found the
gates of Lahore closed firmly against him. The imperial army, led
by Muslim and Rajput generals, was resolute in its defeace of
Punjab and the adjoining territories. Not only that; the popula-
tion looked askance at the invaders, and denied the Kabulis both
moral and material assistance. After a brief stay at the outskirts
of Lahore,* Hakim became panicky and beat an ignominious
retreat. He narrowly escaped death while crossing the river
Chenab; nearly a thousand of his cavalry were swept away by the
current. When Akbar came to know about the flight of his brother
back to Kabul, be sent a special envoy to him with a letter:
We are resolved to crush the insurrection you are unfortuna-
tely involved in. The best course for you would be to surrender
unconditionally, and come to us personally to seek forgiveness
for acts of disloyalty. You may count on our generosity for an
honourable reception and a fair treatment. It is not our inten-
tion to humiliate you. Our sole aim is to safeguard the integrity
of the empire, and to assure that all our subjects live in peace
and with dignity. I shall await your reply before crossing the
blue river.**
The Mirza considered the implication of the offer, and decided
not be accept it The hills, the rivers, the narrow passes and the
religious fanaticism of tribesmen, he calculated, were on his side.
The Emperor, he thought, would be hard put to it to transport
his elephants and heavy artillery arcoss the Khyber, and that the
implied threat was a mere braggadocio, the fulmination of a man
desperately in search of the means to rehabilitate his image in the
eyes of the Muslim population. However, Hakim repeated his as-
sertions of fidelity, and offered to send his son Qaikabad to the
imperial camp. Akbar was disappointed. He could not be satisfied
with anything less than what he had demanded. There was to be
no compromise with one who had rebelled against his authority*
Though aware of the physical hazards ahead, he pressed on with
*The camp of Mirza Muhammad Hakim was pitched in the garden of
Mahdi Kasim Khan outside Lahore. Akbar ordered Man Singh not to
check the Mirza's advance till he reached Lahore.
**The river Indus was known as Nil-Ab (blue waters) in Transoxiana.